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The Impacts of Digital Economy on High — Quality Development

PENG Gang, ZHAO Zhonghao, LIU Menghan
(School of Statistics , Southwestern University of Finance and Economics, Chengdu, Sichuan 611130, China)

Abstract: It is an urgent issue that needs to be investigated at this stage that how to continuously promote the
development of digital economy under the new concept of high — quality development. On the bases of theoretical a-
nalysis, three hypotheses on the promotion of the digital economy to high — quality development are formulated , then
each of them is tested using provincial panel data from 2007 to 2017 ,and found the results that( 1) there is a signifi-
cantly positive relationship between digital economy and high — quality development that the high — quality develop-
ment level index will raise by around 0. 6 percent for each one percent increase in the proportion of the digital econ-
omy scale in GDP. The regression results show good robustness by means of instrumental variables( netizen coverage
rate and the number of fixed telephone users atend — year) ,dynamic panel generalized moment estimation , variable
replacement and other methods ;and (2 ) furthermore , from the perspective of regional heterogeneity , the digital econ-
omy in the eastern region has a stronger and more significant impact on high — quality economic development. In
terms of the impact path, digital economy has a significantly positive impact on innovation development and green
development, and its promoting effect on sub — indexes is greater than the overall high — quality development index.
The development of digital economy has become one of the most important impetuses for the high — quality develop-
ment in China.

Key words : Digital economy ; High — quality development ; Technology innovation ; Green development
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