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The Review and Prospect of Academic History of Chinese Rural Homestead
System Reform during Four Decades Since the Reform and Opening — up

CHEN Shengxiang ~ WEN Zhiyu
( School of Finance Jiangxi Normal University Nanchang Jiangxi 330022 China)

Abstract: This paper systematically summarizes the research progress and academic contributions on the reform
of rural homestead system in China in the past 40 years since the reform and opening — up and looks forward to the
future research. The results indicate: 1) Under the influence of real problems and major policies( laws) the academ—
ic exploration of 40 years has roughly presented six research stages.2) Two consensuses have been reached: The ac—
ademe widely agreed that free and indefinite occupation system is the institutional origin of some bad phenomena in
rural areas. For example lots of farmers illegally occupy farmland to build their houses and a series of questions
have been along with it such as “one household multiple housing lands’  “one household exceeding land occupa—
tion” and “vacant village”. For the exceeding part implementing the requital usage system is a fundamental solu-
tion. On the other hand another consensus has been reached in the problem of the initial acquisition system usage
management and exit of rural homestead. But there are many different ideas and methods in the specific path and
operating procedures as well. 3) The academic debate whether rural homestead — land — use — right should be al-
lowed to transfer beyond the range of collective economic organization has lasted for years. There are different views
on the following two questions which caused the dispute: The first one is whether the homestead is a social security
product or a general property or both? And the second one is that if the farmers are willing to sell their homesteads
at will? So should the government protect the property for the farmers( restrict the circulation) ? The next step is to
promote two types of research based on previous studies: Firstly keeping on exploring the relationship and the con—
crete implementation form of “three rights” of homestead; secondly perform comparative analysis and theoretical re—
fining the reform modes of all the pilot areas before the end of this round of pilot reform.

Key words: rural homestead system reform; social Security; property right; 40 years since the reform and open—

ing — up; literature review



