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The Spatial — temporal pattern of Confucius Institutes and Influencing Factors

MA Hongzhi, ZHONG Yexi
(School of Geography and Environment, Jiangxi Normal University , Nanchang, Jiangxi 330022, China)

Abstract ; Cultural diffusion is an important part of human geography research,but the research on communica-
tion vectors is weak in the study of global diffusion of Chinese culture. Based on the Confucius Tnstitute ( classroom)
data ,the panel data model and geography theory were used to analyze the spatial and temporal evolution pattern and
influencing factors of the Confucius Institute from 2004 to 2017. The study found that; (1) Since 2004 , the time and
space pattern of the Confucius Institute construction has generally concentrated — diffusion — aggregation. Initially
concentrated in Eurasia,and then spread to the world, and finally formed in Furope,North America. (2) Based on
the deep dissemination of developed countries, taking into account the breadth of global diffusion, it has experienced
the evolution of the model of “increasing point — expanding — aggregating” . In the early stage of construction,in or-
der to expand the influence of the Confucius Institute, and to reach a certain level of coverage on all continents of
the world, we began to concentrate on the in — depth development of developed countries in Europe and America.
(3) The panel regression model shows that since 2010 ,the land area, population, per capita GDP of the host coun-
try , the length of time of establishing diplomatic relations with China, the bilateral import and export trade volume,
and the straight line distance of the capital have affected the time and space pattern of the Confucius Institute , inclu-
ding the duration of diplomatic relations and bilateral import and export. The geopolitical and geoeconomic factors
represented by trade are particularly significant.

Key words : Confucius Institute ; Cultural Communication ; Spatial — temporal Pattern ; Panel data ; China
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